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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1762 edition. Excerpt: . . . G H A P. V. The sentiments of the mojl eminent of the modern writers
subjoined to those of the ancients. SINCE the suppofed discovery of a vacuum, some have confidently affirmed,
that natural effects are no way to be accounted for, but. by the power of the Deity immediately interested: and
either the reason of man, or the reason of things, is so altered, that what did serve formerly as a ground-work
to atheism, is now recommended as the only sure foundation of natural religion; as if it were impossible for
God to act by secondary causes, without tempting us to believe, that such causes were able to contrive and
frame a world without his interposition. Thofe who object to se. cond causes, upon any pretensions to religious
motives, must imagine surely, that matter, is there is but enough of it, can move, act, and think, by its own
nature. If it cannot, we are in no danger of excluding a divine power, by filling the heavens with a fluid medium:
if we suspect that it can, then we make ourselves materialists, that is atheists, in order to confute atheism more
effectually. So that this triumph of natural religion over atheism, is either affected, to serve some hypothesis, or
grounded upon too hasty a judgment of things. A N infallible criterion of simple and absolute atheism, is the
exclusion of final causes. If you can fix upon two or three of these, which...
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