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(OCoLC)712123657 Excerpt: . . . 11 cannot afford adequate coverage. Statistics show that half of all personal
bankruptcies are caused by health care costs that families cannot anticipate or afford. Most Americans who
have insurance receive the best medical care available, but the quality of care, for others, causes the deaths of
an estimated 98, 000 Americans a year. The status quo is clearly unacceptable, so not acting is not an op-tion,
and | believe nearly every Member of Congress agrees. Fixing our health care system will require members of
both parties and the Obama administration to put partisanship aside. Success will require leadership that ends
this crisis and provides accessible, reasonable and affordable care to all Americans. Most importantly at this
point in time, we need a Secretary of HHS who has the skills, experience and courage to shape and guide
legislation through Congress. It will not be easy. For more than 20 years, Kathleen Sebelius has served the State
of Kansas as a legislator, insurance commissioner and Governor. All of her accomplishments required
bipartisan approaches. As insurance commissioner, she rooted out fraud and abuse and saved Kansas millions
of dollars. She fought the sale of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas when she believed the sale would ben-efit
insurance companies and leave patients with higher bills. As Governor, she protected prescriptions for seniors
in jeopardy of los-ing their medication. More children in Kansas have health insur-ance because of her work to
implement the Childrens Health In-surance Program and her work with Kansass Health Wave Initia-tive. Her
work has earned her the respect of Democrats...
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