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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 edition. Excerpt: . THE CONFESSION. THE young novice spent his days in study
and his nights in doubt. He followed with interest the recitations of his instructor on the philosophy of the
Enlightened One; he enjoyed the birthstories of Bodhisattva and the parables of the master with their moral
applications, but when he retired in the evening or was otherwise leH to his own thoughts he began to ponder
on the uselessness of the hermit s life and longed to return to the world with its temptations and struggles, its
victories and defeats, its pleasures and pains, its hopes and fears. He enjoyed the solitude of the forest, but he
began to think that the restlessness of the world could oIer him more peace of mind than the inactivity of a
monkish life. When Charaka had familiarised himself with all the Sutras and wise sayings which were known to
the brethren of the monastery, the time began to hang heavy on his hands, and he felt that the religious
discourses were becoming tedious. Weeks elapsed, and Charaka despaired of either becoming accustomed to
monkish life or of understanding the deeper meaning of their renunciation of the world, and his conscience
began to trouble him; for the more the elder brethren respected him for his knowledge and gentleness, and the
more they praised him, the less worthy he deemed himself of their recognition. The day of confession
approached again. He had spent the hours in fasting and...
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