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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Report to Desert Land Board on Central Oregon
Project: With Special Reference to Seepage Losses and Canal Capacities The following report contains data
relative to the physical condition of the Central Oregon Irrigation Company s Project, together with certain
conclusions therefrom. These conclusions in brief synopsis are herewith presented. 1. The total water lost in
transmission through the canals from point of diversion at the river to place of use on the farmers land,
including losses in farmers ditches, ranges from 67 to 75 of the total amount diverted from the river. 2. The
losses in main canals and laterals from river diversion to point of delivery by the Company at or within one-half
mile of the farmers land, range from 45 to 57 of that diverted. Losses in main canals alone amount to from 25
to 40 of the water diverted from the river. 3. These heavy losses seem to be due to the porous, seamy nature of
the lava rock which underlies the greater part of the segregation, to the relatively shallow soil, and to the
character of construction of the canals. Caves, underground channels, and sink holes have been noted in places
where this rock is exposed. Canals have been built wider and more shallow than proper, in order to avoid rock
excavation. Where natural depressions were used the water has been allowed to spread over large areas. Since
the loss of water is to a certain degree directly proportional to the wetted area, some of the excess loss is the
natural result of this excess area. 4. The soil itself is relatively tight. Recorded losses sometimes run as low as
0.3...
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