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influence of Quakerism on my young life, 1 want it to be thoroughly understood that | am not trying in any
sense to give a true transcript of Quakerism, as my elders understood it and lived it, but only as it influenced an
undeveloped eager girl, who had a decidedly religious side to her nature, but who was too full of life and spirits
to be very seriously interested in any abstract questions outside of her every-day duties and fun. | cannot trace
back my notions to any definite teaching, and at the time | did not formulate them, but the impressions | retain
of those days seem to me now to have had their rise in the general atmosphere that surrounded me. It is very
likely that my adult relatives and friends had no idea of creating such an atmosphere, and, if they were alive
now, would be very much surprised at some of my interpretations. But the fact remains that the Quakerism of
my young life has left the strong impressions | record, and | want to give them as truthfully as | can, as part of
my own personal history, and not at all as an authoritative exposition of Quaker views. In tracing back the line
of our ancestors, we find that they came over from England during the seventeenth century, in company with a
great body of Quakers who, unable to...
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