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\ his longtime friend and collaborator, Friedrich Engels, remarked
‘)\}\) \ that he was "above all a revolutionary." For Marx, the struggle
Y}\ }‘ "J ’ : to accurately describe or interpret the world in rational terms
‘/ "Qg was not enough; the point of politics and philosophy was not to

i diagnose human society but to change it. According to Marx,
history was defined by class conflict, with the state heretofore
existing as a medium through which the ruling classes can
exploit the labor of the productive classes. Only through
revolution could true self-government be achieved with the
ultimate goal of achieving a stateless, self-administering society
free of coercive law, police, and military forces. Marx spent most
of his adult life dedicated to uniting the radical working-class
movements of Europe around this central idea. In On Marx, Alan
Ryan examines Marx's political and economic philosophy within
the Victorian context of Marx's own life and times as well as
glancing forward to the uses and abuses of his ideas by his
many successors. Tracing Marx's influences from Hegel to
Feuerbach, from...
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