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cadets and midshipmen. GAO found that: (1) the distinction between allowable fourth class indoctrination and
improper fourth class treatment was unclear to a significant number of cadets and midshipmen; (2) the
majority of the students at all three academies indicated that during their fourth class year they had been
subjected to upperclassmen screaming in their faces, verbal harassment, memorizing and reciting trivia, and
using study hours to prepare for fourth class duties; (3) the oIicers on the commandants staIs generally
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academy disciplinary records revealed that few individuals have been charged with hazing; (5) the Military
Academy and Naval Academy made changes in their fourth class indoctrination system which focused on
positive leadership development techniques; (6) there was a strong correlation between self-reported exposure
to hazing-type treatment and higher frequency of physical and psychological stress symptoms, lower grade
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