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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Alfred Edersheim was a Jewish convert to Christianity who wrote a
massive multi-volume tome on the history of the Bible. From the preface: THE present Volume of this Bible
History traces the period of the commencing decline alike in the kingdom of Israel and in that of Judah,
although in the latter its progress was retarded by the gracious faithfulness of God in regard to the house of
David, and by seasons of temporary repentance on the part of the people. The special interest of the period lies
in this, that it was critical of the future of the nation. And of this its history also bears evidence in the more
marked and direct - we had almost, said, realistic - interpositions, or, perhaps more correctly, self-
manifestations on the part of the God of Israel: whether by more emphatic evidence of His constant Presence
and claims, or in the more continuous mission and direct qualifications of the Prophets whom He
commissioned. This, as indicated in a previous Volume, accounts for the intensified miraculous character of
that Biblical period - notably in connection with the history of Elijah and Elisha. For such prophetic mission was
necessary, if in a crisis - when destruction, or at least severest judgment, was impending, or else national
recovery, and with it great expansion of national influence - Israel was to be roused to a realization of the truth
at issue, such as was, for example, presented by Elijah at the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. And not only as
regarded that fundamental truth, but also its application to all the details of public and private life in Israel. In
this, therefore, we find the...
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