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Immediately after the Restoration, the Soots Parliament passed an important Act dealing with Marischal
College. On the 20th March, 1661, it confirmed the earl s charter and further of new Gives and dispones to the
said Culledga Masters and members thairof all freedoms liberties priveledges and jurisdiction that to any frie
Colledge within this Realme be law and practick is known to apperteane. This Act has a bearing upon a question
which, as we shall see, led to a lawsuit--the dispute as to the scope of the Marischal College charter. The next
twenty years have nothing of interest to record. The Revolution had as little effect upon the University as the
Restoration. All the members seem to have taken the oath of allegiance. The Principal at the time was Robert
Paterson, who had been appointed in 1679. Before then, he had been a regent. The legislation of the
Commission of 1690 has already been detailed, and needs no. further notice. We possess, however, one of the
documents sent by Marischal College to that body, giving an account of the curriculum of that date. It is
interesting to compare it with the account of studies given in 1647. (1) The first year students are instructed in
Philologie, Hebrew, Greek, and Latine, and the principles of Arithmetick; and when they have made some
progress in those languages, towards the middle of the year, they declaims and make...
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